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A Current Look At Tennessee 
School Libraries 


By LoutsE MEREDITH, Supervisor 
Instructional Materials and Libraries, State Dept. of Education 


The modern school library is an es- 
sential part of the educational program. 
Its basic purposes are identical with those 
of the school itself. 


During the past several years, the 
following areas have been given emphasis 
in the school library program: 1) re- 
cruitment of personnel through an in- 
service training program; 2) increased 
funds for materials and wiser selection of 
these materials; 3) improvement of phys- 
ical facilities; 4) development of ele- 
mentary libraries; 5) wider participation 
in professional organizations; 6) regional 
organizations of student library assistants; 
7) the library as a materials center; and 
8) evaluation of the library program. 


Personnel—Grants from the General 
Education Board and the Tennessee State 
Department of Education have assisted 
in recruiting and improving the training 
of school librarians in Tennessee. 

During the summers of 1947 and 
1948, 109 teacher-librarians attended 
school at Peabody, University of Tennes- 
see and Tennessee A.&I. State University 
by means of this assistance. Since that 
time, the State Department of Education, 
through its in-service training fund, has 
continued to make available grants to be 
used for the training of school librarians 


and directors of materials. Many of this 
number have completed the basic eighteen 
or twenty-seven hour library service pro- 
gram, and have gone to a graduate library 
school for a degree in library science. 
Gradually the training qualifications of 
school librarians have been raised as a 
result of this in-service training program. 
However, the problem of securing quali- 
fied personnel for the small schools con- 
tinues. There is a loss of school librarians 
to other states and other types of library 
service, because of increases in salary. 


Six state supported institutions of 
higher education are offering under- 
graduate library training programs, which 
have been approved by the State Board 
of Education for certification of school 
librarians. Graduate library training is 
offered at one institution in Tennessee. 

The Southeastern States Cooperative 
Survey of 1947 showed that 60% of the 
teacher-librarians in the high schools of 
Tennessee had less than 18 quarter hours 
of training. In contrast to these figures, 
the current record of the high schools 
shows only 16% of the teacher-librarians 
with less than 18 quarter hours of train- 
ing. There are 476 certified librarians 
serving in junior and senior high schools, 
elementary schools, and supervisory po- 
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sitions. Of this number, 57 are elemen- 
tary librarians. 


{n addition to librarians in individual 
schools, there are 39 directors of ma- 
terials who serve on a system wide basis. 
Of this number, 20 have had special 
training in the area of materials and li- 
brary service. 

Expenditures—The Public Acts of 
1947 included learning and instructional 
materials in the minimum school pro- 
gram. The State Board of Education has 
set the per capita amount for instruc- 
tional materials at $1.25 per pupil in 
average daily attendance for grades one 
through twelve. Records for 1957-58 
indicate an increase in expenditures for 
library materials in most systems, with 
many local systems supplementing this 
per capita amount. A recent study of 
several rural and metropolitan systems 
over a 5-year period, beginning with 
1952-53, shows a gradual increase in ex- 
penditures. 


Buildings—An extensive building pro- 
gram has been in progress during the past 
few years. New high school buildings 
have included more adequate library 


quarters, and renovated buildings have 
added attractive library facilities. As en- 
rollments increase and more consolida- 
tion takes place in elementary schools, 
there is a definite trend toward the de- 
velopment of central libraries in elemen- 
tary schools. 

Elementary Libraries—Definite _ pro- 
gress has been made in the development 
of central elementary school libraries. 
The elementary program is growing in 
several different patterns. A number of 
the large elementary schools throughout 
the state have central libraries with ade- 
quate collections, served by full-time 
trained librarians. The boys and girls 
have frequent opportunities to visit an 


_ attractive library where a variety of ma- 


terials is available. 

Other large elementary schools have 
central libraries with fairly adequate col- 
lections, served by teacher-librarians, who 
give part time to this service or assume 
this responsibility along with a full teach- 
ing load. 

The small elementary schools have 


classroom libraries and are served from a 
central collection of books in the ma- 
terials center, administered through the 
office of the county school superinten- 
dent. 

Professional Meetings—Additional pro- 
fessional training on the part of librarians 
has resulted in increased professional atti- 
tudies, evidenced, for example, in wider 
participation in the activities of the 
school library sections of the education 
associations and the state library associa- 
tion. Total attendance at the sectional 
meetings last fall was larger than that of 
any previous year. The increase in at- 
tendance at the state meeting has made 
it necessary to secure a larger meeting 
place for 1959. 


In 1950 the first meeting of the stu- 
dent library assistants was held in Oak 
Ridge with representatives from 36 
schools present. Since that time, the 
three regions of the state have organized 
student library assistants groups and there 
has been a great deal of interest and en- 
thusiasm shown. During the spring of 
1958, these associations met in their re- 
spective regions with a total attendance 
of 1700, and 165 schools were repre- 
sented. These meetings bring to the stu- 
dents an awareness of the common 
purposes and problems of student as- 
sistants and of opportunities in the field 
of librarianship. Outstanding authors of 
books for children and young people and 
other leaders participate in these meet- 
ings, giving the students opportunity to 
know them as individuals. 

Looking Forward—tIncreased expendi- 
tures for library materials in grades 1-12, 
greater interest among teachers in avail- 
ing themselves of the opportunity for 
library training, a greater awareness 
among administrators and lay groups of 
the contribution the library can make to 
the total school program, improved phys- 
ical facilities including more attractive 
and inviting library quarters—all these 
are evidences of the fact that school li- 
braries are assuming a more significant 
role in the school program of Tennessee, 
and are developing programs designed to 
meet the needs of pupil and teacher, cur- 
riculum and community. 


onan 








Undergraduate Library Service Training 
In Teacher Education Institutions 
Of Tennessee 


By CaTHERINE Ciark, Librarian 
Middle Tennessee State College 


and 


Lene. Epwarps, Head, Library Service Dept. 
Middle Tennessee State College 


Six undergraduate Library Service 
training programs are in operation in 
Tennessee at the present time. The State 
Department of Education, realizing the 
problems of library education and the 
acute shortage of librarians, has cooper- 
ated with the officials of the colleges and 
the universities of the state in planning 
the undergraduate programs in the six 
institutions. 

Tennessee was not alone in taking this 
step, for according to a recent survey 
563 colleges and universities in the United 
States are offering courses in library 
science, most of which are on the under- 
graduate level. Leaders in the profession 
and educators are recognizing the advan- 
tages of beginning professional courses 
at the undergraduate level in order to 
train librarians for the small school, to 
train teacher-librarians, and to serve as a 
means of recruitment; but at the same 
time, they recommend and urge that the 
student continue with the fifth year of 


professional training wherever possible. 

The institutions in Tennessee partici- 
pating in the program of Library Service 
are the University of Tennessee with 
Miss Katherine Diehl as director, East 
Tennessee State College with Mrs. Elise 
Draper Barrette as director, Tennessee 
A. & I. State University with Miss Lois 
Daniel as director, Austin-Peay State 
College with Miss Mary Fox Clardy as 
director, Memphis State University with 
Mrs. Mildred Algee as director, and 
Middle Tennessee State College with Miss 
Leneil Edwards as director. The under- 
graduate programs vary in the number of 
hours offered, but in each case basic cer- 
tification requirements are met. 

The undegraduate Library Service pro- 
grams according to the various catalogs 
of the six institutions are planned for: 
1) students who wish to prepare for po- 
sitions as librarians and teacher-librarians 
in the elementary and secondary schools 
of Tennessee; 2) teachers who wish to 
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become better acquainted with books and 
other materials suitable for use with 
children and young people and with the 
organization and use of such materials; 
3) school administrators who wish to ex- 
plore from an administrative viewpoint 
the place of the library in the instruc- 
tional program of the school; 4) directors 
of materials centers in county and city 
school systems; 5) students interested in 
community library service; 6) students 
who wish guidance in the use of the li- 
brary for personal reasons; and 7) stu- 
dents who plan to enter graduate library 
school after receiving the bachelor degree. 


A student who plans to become a li- 
brarian must meet the Tennessee Teacher 
Certification standards. The twenty- 
seven quarter hour basic program meets 
the minimum requirements for a full 
time librarian in any size school in Ten- 
nessee unless there is a local regulation 
to the contrary. In addition, the pro- 
grams serve as the base from which stu- 
dents may continue training at the 
graduate level in a nurnber of graduate 
library schools. Peabody Library School 
is one of the institutions which will ac- 
cept eighteen quarter hours of under- 
graduate Library Service training when 
a student wishes to work toward a gradu- 
ate library degree. Although the program 
is designed primarily for the undergradu- 
ate student in the junior and senior year, 
it is open also to graduate students as 
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a minor in conjunction with a major in 
some other department, usually the field 
of education. Many in-service teachers, 
graduate and undergraduate, elect one or 
more of the book courses because of the 
practical benefit to be gained from such 
courses. 


The Library Service programs in the 
various colleges and universities are set 
up as a departmental division of one of 
the major instructional departments 
either Education or Languages. In the 
case of each of the colleges and uni- 
versities, all concerned with the program 
give careful consideration to the purposes 
and objectives of the individual institu- 
tion, to the area served, to the regulations 
of the State Department of Education, 
and to the standards of the National 
Council for the Accreditation of Teacher 
Education. In each institution the person 
designated as Head of the Library Service 
Department has the administration and 
development of the program as her major 
responsibility. She is responsible for the 
cooperation with other departments and 
staff members, for interpreting the pro- 
gram to administrators and to the com- 
munity, and for working closely with the 
supervisors of student teachers. Adequate 
quarters including classrooms, of fice 
space, and laboratory libraries with rep- 
resentative collections of both profes- 
sional material and children’s and young 
people’s recreational and supplementary 


































materials are provided. The laboratory 
libraries in every case are growing 
rapidly; and in addition, all the college 
and university library facilities are avail- 
able for the use of the Library Service 
Departments. 


Because it is hoped that the Library 
Service Programs can be kept as nearly 
uniform as possible, from time to time 
the directors of the six programs meet 
with the Supervisor of Instructional Ma- 
terials and Libraries for the purpose of 
discussing common problems, planning 
for the future, and comparing pro- 
cedures. The course offering in the 
various institutions have similar titles and 
in most instances the content is the same. 
The courses include these subjects: Books 
and Related Materials for 1) Children, 
2) Young People, 3) Adults: Basic Ref- 
erence Materials; Introduction to Li- 
brarianship; Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion; School Library Administration; the 
Evaluation, Selection, and Use of Audio- 
visual Aids. Observation, supervised 
practice, and field trips are commonly 
required. A careful scrutiny of these 
course offerings will show that they fol- 
low the recommendations of national 
leaders in their thinking on undergradu- 
ate training. 


As one examines the directory of pub- 


lic schools within the state and sees 
the schools with librarians or teacher- 
librarians, as one sees evidences of in- 
creased use of books and materials by 
teachers who have elected Library Service 
courses, it is evident that the Under- 
graduate Library Service Program in 
Tennessee is worthwhile. It is serving a 
very definite purpose in training Tennes- 
see teachers to make better use of the 
materials available to them, to spend 
more wisely the money allotted to them, 
and to promote the use of books and 
materials in the school and in the com- 
munity. At the same time, one will find 
a program that is basically sound for 
those who choose professional librarian- 
ship as a life’s work. 

We, in the training program, feel 
strongly that teacher education institu- 
tions have a unique opportunity to pre- 
pare elementary and secondary teachers 
in the use of library materials in teaching, 
and to contribute to the effectiveness of 
the school library as an instrument of 
education. We also feel that the shortage 
of librarians is not a problem that the 
training institutions or library schools 
alone can solve. The recruitment of li- 
brarians is a professional problem, and 
no librarian is exempt from the respon- 
sibility. 
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Administration Of A 


Materials-Centered Library 


By Mrs. CHtora Dunn, Librarian 


The importance and growth of the li- 
brary as a materials center rather than 
a mere reading center has given rise to 
problems in administration because of 
the increased responsibilities of the li- 
brarian. Such is the case in Chattanooga 
High School where, in addition to being 
a materials center, the library is owner 
of all audio-visual equipment, thereby 
having the additional responsibility of 
operational functions for classroom in- 
struction. That this lends itself to sim- 
plified accessibility and smoother coordi- 
nation of materials for all concerned is 
the general consensus of the users. 

This could not be achieved in a three- 
year senior high school of approximately 
1650 students, where heavy reference 
work plus extensive curriculum enrich- 
ment is the order of the day, without 
the efficient help of a full time clerical 
assistant and two enthusiastic clubs of 
student assistants to augment the efforts 
of the librarian. 


The Library Club of thirty boys and 
girls helps with the processing, care, and 
circulation of all instructional materials. 
At the beginning of the school year a 
work sheet of the various posts of duty 
is set up. On the first of each month, 
assistants make a routine shift, thus en- 





PIC-A-BOOK 
BOX 4561 





Chattanooga High School 


SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


Help our young people become informed about what 
science can do—and what science can do for them 


HELP AMERICA TOO! 


WASHINGTON 17, D. C. 
Offering Science Education Books A-plenty 


abling them to have experience in the 
many phases of library work. The posts 
of duty, definitely explained in a manual, 
are circulation desk assistant; floor as- 
sistant, who shelves books, keeps tables 
and chairs in order, and serves as page; 
reserve desk assistant who, in addition 
to reserve books, also handles recordings 
and filmstrips; ““odd wad” (an assistant’s 
appelation to avoid the trite extra helper) 
who is “on call’ when a member is ab- 
sent, who does any of the many odd jobs 
that pop up, or who helps at any post 
that is being rushed; and the workroom 
assistant with jobs innumerable. In ad- 
dition to the regular staff are four 
specialists, usually art service students, 
who letter, plan bulletin boards and dis- 
plays. 

The Audio-Visual Club, composed of 
eighteen members, operates the projectors, 
record players, and other equipment 
needed for classroom instruction. Three 
boys per period can usually handle the 
work, which keeps the club to a mini- 
mum in number but with effort toward 
a maximum in efficiency. 


All together, fifty-two students in- 
structed for the job! Training courses, 
manuals, and personal instruction are 
necessary in order to instill into these 



















































































































































student assistants the standard of excel- 
lence desired for good library service. 
Through the clubs, many activities, 
which range from fun to generous giving, 
are planned to keep interest awake and 
active. 


A capable full time clerical assistant 
coordinates the audio-visual program and 
sponsors the club. She books the films, 
arranges for the showings, and posts the 
daily operation schedule for the boys. In 
general, her routines are in the workroom 
where she types, takes care of processing 
procedures except cataloging, supervises 
workroom assistants, checks cards filed 
by student assistants, handles magazines, 
cuts stencils and prepares bibliographies, 
makes lists of new acquisitions periodi- 
cally for the faculty, etc. 


What is left for me to do?! As li- 
brarian I must plan the above and see 
that it is executed. I work principally 
in the main reading room where I co- 
ordinate classes; help with reference; as- 
sist in vocational, college, and reading 


guidance; give book talks; prepare bibli- 
ographies; catalog books, records, film- 
strips; keep financial records and handle 
all expenditures; select materials for ac- 
quisition—whether books, recordings, or 
audio-visual equipment; select books for 
reserve requests; sponsor the Library 
Club. As far as possible, I try to do the 
things that cannot be delegated to an 
untrained person. 


Our routines are kept flexible enough 
to allow for emergencies. My assistant 
attends the reading room if I am in a 
classroom for book talks, or she super- 
vises general discipline and library routine 
if a class needs my constant attention. 
Our services are not perfect at all, but 
we're always seeking ways to improve 
them. Yes, in a materials-centered library 
one finds, not just a bundle of admini- 
strative problems but co-workers eager 
to help things out, not just the challenge 
for better service but more ways to 
answer it, not just a dull monotonous 
routine but—never a dull moment! 


Putnam County Central High School 
Has a New Library 


By Mary Brown Barsour, Librarian 
Central High School, Cookeville 


Writing on the day after Thanksgiving 
in 1958 I am reminded that it was a year 
ago that I was called to the office of 
Superintendent Dave C. Huddleston. for 
the first glimpse at a blueprint of what 
was to become a new library for the 
Putnam County High School. 


Plans for a new library had been in 
the talking stage for four or five years 
with the possibility of converting the 
auditorium to a library being considered 
at one time, but in the fall of 1957 when 
the county court voted an appropriation 
of $200,000 for a building addition at 
Central High the Board of Education had 
plans for a new library, science depart- 
ment and cafeteria to be added. 


After the initial peep at the blueprint 
there were many conferences with the li- 
brarian, principal, superintendent, and 
architect. Between conferences the li- 
brarian discussed plans with teachers. 
The library serves as a study hall with 
two or more teachers in the library each 
hour so they were naturally concerned 
about the space and arrangement of the 
proposed room. Student library assistants 
were also in on some discussions. 


The old library was a long narrow 
room (94 x 22) that had been increased 
in length twice by taking out partitions, 
since it was first built in 1932. Later a 
classroom across the hall was used as a 
part of the library. Workroom facilities 
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were totally inadequate, since the original 
workroom had been wiped out with the 
removal of a partition. 


Shelf space for both books and periodi- 
cals was more than overcrowded. Only 
one loan desk was squeezed in with all 
reserve books, periodicals and other books 
being charged out from this one spot 
with little shelf space available for re- 
serve books. Now it’s easy to understand 
just what a student meant when she said, 
“What I Jike most about the new library 
is the reserve desk. It is a great help to 
all students in their studies.” 


The general circulation desk is in the 
center of the west wall of the library 
and the reserve desk is in the southeast 
corner near the work room. 


Book repairing was a difficult task in 
the old set up because books to be re- 
paired were stacked in a box, materials 
were in a cabinet across the room, and 
somebody had to be absent before a space 
could be found to work; but, now a stu- 
dent assistant almost makes a game of 
this chore in the new work room where 
everything is at hand anytime he is ready 
to work at it. 


Recordings and filmstrips were form- 
erly piled into a space where everything 
had to be moved to find the recording 
wanted. Not so now—cabinet space is 
adequate for these audio-visual materials. 





Reference Section 


A reference corner is one of the most 
convenient things about the new 
quarters. Seating space for 16 people 
is available near the encyclopedias and 
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other reference books. One student evi- 
dently had this in mind when he said, 
“The facilities of this library which I 
enjoy most are the elaborate space and the 
efficient arrangement of books, periodi- 
cals, and other aids.” The space is only 
the minimum requirement, but it seems 
elaborate to this senior boy who had been 
there years in the old one. 

A shelf brigade of boys moved the 
books and periodicals from the old to the 
new, coming down one level and moving 
down the hall about 60 feet. There were 


about three moving days during the 
week before school opened with an 
English teacher and a social science 


teacher working in the old library while 
the librarian was in the new to direct 
the movers to place things in order. A 
great deal of planning went into this 
seemingly gigantic problem, but the ac- 
tual moving went swiftly and with ease. 


After the moving was accomplished 
some girls worked with the librarian for 
two more days arranging bulletin board 
displays, cleaning and waxing the old 
furniture. Eighteen new tables and 84 
new chairs were added to give the room 
a total seating capacity of 196. 


“There are many new and convenient 





things” says one student “but what I like 
best is the lighting.” Windows are on the 
east, north, and west sides of the library. 
Thirty-nine electric outlets give indirect 
lighting. The acoustical ceiling tends to 
soften both the light and the sound. The 
walls and shelves are in a pink tone and 
the asphalt tile floor covering is in shades 
of tan and brown. 

After the room began to take shape 
Miss Louise Meredith from the State De- 
partment of Education, came to Cooke- 
ville to confer with the librarian about 
arrangement of furniture and materials. 
Other school librarians in the county 
system were asked for suggestions. 


Magazine reading Area 


— PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS — 


Nobody builds a nest 
like a bird... 


experienced library binder. We of Heck- 
man’s have that experience . . . each volume is 
constructed as carefully as the nest the bird 
BOUND To builds. But... more than that . . . we are able 
PLEASE to fulfill your individual requirements. Heckman 
has the facilities . . . the materials . . . and 
the craftsmen to handle your binding requirements 
whether large or small. Not only can we do 
your work well. . . but fast, too. Try us and see. 


THE 


NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 


“A Brief History of Bookbinding”, by Heckman—yours for the asking. 
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Kingsport Elementary Libraries 


.... Their Growth and Importance 


By Lituian Sram, Principal 
Thomas Jefferson School, Kingsport 


In Kingsport we believe that library 
service within the local school is an es- 
sential part of the educational heritage to 
which every child is entitled. Surround- 
ing children with a variety of appropriate 
books and other types of informational 
materials stimulates the use of “‘the right 
book at the right time.” When these 
materials are immediately available, the 
teacher is encouraged to use them in her 
instruction and the child readily appreci- 
ates the fact that factual information or 
stories answer his questions and extend 
his experience. 


For many years our school system has 
complied with standards of accrediting 
associations for the secondary schools as 
to personnel, quarters, and materials. 
About ten years ago, Kingsport’s super- 
intendent and members of the Board of 
Education decided they could not get 
along without a well-rounded elementary 
library program. Consequently they be- 
gan the practice of adding professionally 
trained library personnel to the ele- 
mentary school staffs. 


At present we have a modern well- 
equipped central library in all elementary 
schools. Each one has a fulltime librarian 
who is employed on the same professional 
salary schedule as classroom teachers. 

As modern library quarters have been 
provided in our several new and re- 
modeled buildings capital outlay funds 
have been included in sufficient amount 
for a good basic collection of books and 
related materials in addition to adequate 
funds for properly furnishing and equip- 
ping the library quarters. 


For example, in Thomas Jefferson 
School, the newest elementary school in 
the system, which did not replace any 
former building and therefore did not in- 
herit a library collection, sufficient funds 
were allocated for setting up a collection 


of ten books per child for a present en- 
rollment of 350 pupils. Funds were also 
made available for filmstrips, recordings, 
maps, globes, and vertical file materials, 
as well as audio-visual equipment—pro- 
jectors, record players, tape recorders, 
etc. All this was in addition to the 
furnishing costs. 


The library proper, which ‘measures 
§1’x26’, is furnished with standard items 
such as tables and chairs of three heights 
to accommodate all size children, a card 
catalog, a book truck, a magazine rack, 
a charging desk, an atlas stand, a pamph- 
let and picture file, five foot shelving 
around the wall space, two foot shelving 
under expansive windows and additional 
chairs for the story hour. Ample space 
has been provided for display purposes. 


The workroom, which is 8’x11’, is 
separated from the main library by a 
doorway flanked on one side by a glass 
partition. Here the librarian has her 
desk, work table, sink with running 
water, storage space, etc. 


A conference room, which is 12'4’x 
14’, contains two tables and _ several 
chairs and an area for storing audio- 
visual equipment and materials. It, too, 
opens into the library with the wall side 
containing a large glass partition. 

Administrators, teachers, and parents 
are endeavoring to provide thorough and 
comprehensive library service for the 
3,424 pupils of our five elementary 
schools. 

We do not feel that a central library 
replaces collections of materials in the 
classroom. Rather it makes possible the 
fluid use of classroom materials, the ex- 
change of materials and easy access to 
materials as they are needed in specific 
classroom activities. 

The newer methods of instruction, the 
complexity of the age in which we live 
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and the many and varied interests and 
abilities of boys and girls make it neces- 
sary that they be given an opportunity 
to become familiar with a variety of ma- 
terials, that they learn how to evaluate 
the information they find in these books. 


We believe that library experience 
should be provided starting in the first 
grade. As the child advances from the 
story-telling, easy book stage of the pri- 
mary level to the more independent read- 
ing interests of the upper elementary 
grades his library habits and skills will 
become improved and refined and he will 
make the acquaintance of a great many 
library materials that he will use for the 
rest of his life. As he enters the more 





OUR PREBOUND 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


@ look better 
@ last longer 


@ cost less 


Charles M. Gardner & Co. 


Scranton, Pa. 


Known for 
FAST — FRIENDLY — RELIABLE 
SERVICE 





advanced areas of the junior and senior 
high school work, these previously learned 
and practiced skills can be applied with 
advantage to the more difficult materials 
of the upper levels of the school program. 


Thus, we in Kingsport, feel that funds 
spent for library service for our ele- 
mentary pupils are wisely invested. We 
share with our superintendent and mem- 
bers of the Board of Education the belief 
that no elementary school program can 
be effective without a well-developed 
library supervised by a librarian trained 
in library science, in modern educational 
methods and in child growth and de- 
velopment. 
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One Library, Many Librarians 


By MartTuHa Batey, Principal 


Amqui Elementary School (Davidson County) Nashville 


The parents and teachers at Amqu: 
School believe with Emilie Paullson that, 
“Books are paths that upward lead.” 
Good books strengthen the child for the 
difficult task of growing up in this space 
age. With this basic concept in mind we 
are determined to provide a library of 
reading material that will be satisfying 
and meaningful to its potential users. 


This library at our school must have 
literature which will lead children toward 
the discovery of the richness of life. We 
must have books that inform, books to 
take us into the past for the heritage of 
the ages, and those to create attitudes 
of tolerance and understanding. 


Someone has said that if “Johnny 
Can’t Read” the book publishers are un- 
aware of it. There are well over a 
thousand children’s books published 
yearly. This gives some idea of the dif- 
ficulty of knowing children’s literature 
and of choosing wisely. Mary Hill Ar- 
buthnot tells us to remember that “no 
mediocre book ever helped a child more 
than a good book.” The faculty, with 
the aid of the county librarians, consult 
annotated bibliographies, book lists, book 
reviews, et cetera in selecting our library 
books. We try to keep the selection in 
balance. 


Six years ago each room in our school 
maintained its own library collection. 
Taken individually, each room seemed to 
have a deplorably small collection. Then, 
our plans for the use of our centralized 
library were formulated when we knew 
for the first time our library could be 
used for a library and not a classroom. 


We began with approximately 1000 
volumes. Teachers and parents, under 
the guidance of the Davidson County 
Central Library Staff pitched in to record 
accession numbers, catalogue, and gener- 
ally process the books we had. About 40 
mothers helped for several days in this 
project. 


With the aid of professional librarians 
we planned future purchases, and the 
second year spent $2200 on books. Our 
library was taking shape. Many of our 
parents volunteered to process the books. 
This part that they played gave them 
added interest in our project. We now 
have approximately 5,000 volumes. 
These, together with adequate reference 
books and a variety of current children’s 
magazines, make up a well-balanced read- 
ing “diet.” 

Committees of children and teachers 
are responsible for changing the bulletin 
boards often. A large curved glass brick 
window in one corner of the reading 
room has wrought iron shelves that are 
being filled with lovely colored glass 
bottles and pitchers. The informal at- 
mosphere created by a large grey shag 
rug and multi-colored ottermans invite 
the children to lose themselves in their 
reading and story hours. This spot is 
where the first and second grades gather 
round their teacher, a parent, or an older 
school student for arranged “story 
hours.” 

Projects for kindling interests are 
constantly being used. The Junior 
Garden Club sees that flowers in season 
are arranged in proper places. Various 
items in the field of creative arts are 
usually on display. 


Amqui School does not have a librarian 
but many librarians. A_ bright third 
grader helps select and check out books 
for her classmates with the teacher guid- 
ing. A mother processes books; another 
types cards; and another helps to shelve 
books. The teachers instruct in library 
techniques and manners. All the teachers 
can process new books as well as mend 
used books. A teacher with some library 
experience sponsors the library clubs and 
helps in the overall planning. We have 
perhaps as few cases of mixed cards, 
books out of place on shelves and lost 
books as can be found in any library. 





The winter sun comes through some of 
the library windows making interesting 
patterns on the floor and the few vacant 
tables. There is a “library hush” in the 
room. A studious-looking ten-year-old is 
at the card catalog, other children are 
reading at tables and others browse at 
the shelves. The library committee ef- 
ficiently goes about the job of carding 
returned books, shelving them, and work- 
ing at the desk. This typical scene meets 
my eyes as I stand at the library door. 


I am led to believe that such an at- 
mosphere breeds the kind of citizens our 


community needs. Exposure to good 
literature gradually develops reading 
tastes that can open up limitless possi- 
bilities for growth and improvement for 
our children. 

The concerted effort of a community 
has made possible a library of which all 
are justly proud. Although we feel that 
we have accomplished much, we are 
looking forward to the time when it will 
be possible to have a full time librarian 
to work and plan with us for a better 


library program. 


Whats My Line 


By Mrs. WILLODENE STEWaRrT, Librarian 
Howard High School, Nashville 


“This has been more fun than any- 
thing I’ve done this year,” was the re- 
mark of a sophomore boy at Howard 
High School after being a panel member 
in the Book Week assembly program en- 
titled ““What’s My Line?” Although this 
youngster was the starting left halfback 
on the football team, sports writer for 
the school paper, and a member of the 
dance band, he found preparation for and 


Participation in this program challenging 
and rewarding. 


Preparation for “What’s My Line?” 
patterned after the Sunday night tele- 
vision program by the same name, began 
by selecting the four panel members, two 
girls and two boys. The girls selected 
were the president and vice president of 
the Library Club and the boys selected 
were two students who had read widely 
and were chosen by the English teachers. 
One month before they were to partici- 
pate, the four panel members were asked 
to watch the Sunday night television 
program so that they might get the pro- 
cedure and the atmosphere of the pro- 
gram. Two weeks before they were to 
participate, the panel had a thirty-minute 
practice session each day, at which time 


they developed the technique of asking 
questions that could be answered “‘yes” 
or “no” and composing questions that 


would give them needed facts for other [| 


questions. During these thirty-minute 
pratice sessions the real contestants were 
not used, but different students from the 
study hall who had the time to give and 
had read widely were asked to serve as 
temporary contestants. They would give 


to the panel one statement, about a 
chosen book, which would serve as a clue. 


The actual program varied from the 
practice session in only one way. In the 
actual program the costumes of the con- 
testants gave the clue to the book por- 
trayed instead of a statement about the 
book. 


Members of the library club were the 
contestants. Each contestant was asked 


to carefully read the book which he was 
to portray so that he or she would be 
prepared to answer the questions asked by 
the panel. The first contestant to sign 
the black board, which could be seen by 
the audience but not by the panel mem- 
bers, was Florence Nightingale. She was 
identified readily. Following her was 
Philas Fogg, from Around The World In 
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Eighty Days, whom the panel could not 
identify. Next was Scarlett O’Hara from 
Gone With The Wind, whom they did 
identify. 

In keeping with the climax of the tele- 
vision program, we too had a mystery 
guest. Although her presence had been 


carefully concealed, the blindfolded panel 
asked questions until they were able to 
guess her identity. It was Miss Amanda 
Whitman, Miss Tennessee of 1958. After 
the panel identified her, she spoke briefly 
to the student body about reading and 
how it had proved to be of value to her. 


Rewards Of Being A Student Librarian 


By Lawanya Sryers, President 


West Tennessee Association of Student Library Assistants 


My first year in high -chool I felt 
[ wanted to belong to a club in which 
I would learn something worthwhile as 
well as have a good time. The first club 
I considered was the library club, known 
in our high school as the Student Li- 
brarian Association. After working as a 
student librarian for the past four years, 
I realize I have found many rewards in 
both local school work and in being a 
member of the West Tennessee Club. 


To me one of the most important re- 
wards I have gained is self-discipline. A 
student librarian has a certain time to 
work. He should know what to do, when 
to do it, and be prepared to do it at the 
right time. Each student assistant in our 
school works two hours each week; he 


must discipline himself to meet his sched- 
ule. 


A student librarian develops a great 
appreciation for books and authors that 
he would not acquire in any other way 
than by close association with the library. 
A student may ask one of the student 
librarians to help him find information 
on an author in reference books or other 
sources of information. A member of 
the faculty frequently asks a student as- 
sistant to help him find information on 
authors and books; therefore, we learn 
something and can be of service to both 
students and faculty. 

In library club work we learn to de- 
velop original ideas in preparing displays, 
bulletin boards, and assembly programs. 
Each student in our club plans an original 


Left to right: 


Inez McCasland, Savan- 
nah; Marva Hartwell, Messick High 
School, Memphis; Lawanya_  Styers, 
Brownsville; Pamela Rhodes, Halls; Gay 


De Foor, Fayetteville. 


display in the library or in some class- 
room each year and puts it on the bulletin 
board. Each year during Book Week or 
National Library Week we usually have 
an assembly program for the whole 
school. Library club members plan and 
write these programs. 


Another of the many rewards of being 
a student library assistant is the oppor- 
tunity to gain a knowledge of librarian- 
ship as a career. Some students may have 
thought once, “I might like to be a li- 
brarian.” Working as a student assistant 
gives one a definite idea of library work. 


Experience which may help a student 
secure a paying job in college is acquired 
in high school library work. Backed 
up by our librarian’s recommendations, 
several of our former club members have 
worked in the libraries of such colleges 


as Baylor University, University of Ten- 


eB Gears 





nessee Martin Branch, Birmingham 
Southern and Union University. Stu- 
dents may also be able to work part time 


in our city library next summer. 


We have many opportunities for good 
times and fellowship with other library 


club members. We have a club meeting 


once every month; and we usually go on 
a picnic to a park or have some kind of 
party at the end of the year. Everyone 


enjoys this-immensely, as he usually in- 


vites his favorite boy or girl friend. We 
also attend the West Tennessee Associa- 
tion of Student Library Assistants each 
year where we have a good time and 


learn a great deal. 


The West Tennessee organization is to 
me an important phase of library work. 
We have an opportunity in our West 
Tennessee Association to meet new people 
and exchange ideas with them. Here we 


have discussion groups which each stu- 
dent may attend and either offer his ideas 


or hear new ones. 


Regional conventions give students an 
opportunity to hear well known authors 


and other distinguished speakers. I be- 
lieve it is also helpful for students to see 
how conventions on a large scale are 


handled. 


As a West Tennessee officer I have 
been privileged to gain experience in help- 
ing to plan and organize a convention. 
All the officers and their advisors meet 
to plan the convention. As i am presi- 


dent this year, I will also have the pleas- 
ure and privilege of presiding at a 
regional meeting; I consider this valuable 
experience. 


From what I have written, one can 


readily see that I am enthusiastic about 
library club work, both local and reg- 
ional. I feel that as a freshman I selected 
the club that would mean the most to 
me—both in pleasure and in worthwhile 
experience. Definitely there are many re- 
wards to be gained from being a student 
library assistant. 


4 Reasons why “Southern” is the Bindery for You... 


CERTIFIED BY THE LIBRARY BINDING 
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Whitehaven High School Has 
A New Library 


By Grace Depoyster, Librarian 


Whitehaven High School (Shelby County) 


For the last three or four years a great 
need had been steadily increasing at 
Whitehaven High School. This was the 
need for a new, larger library. The old 
one, built to accommodate far fewer stu- 


dents than the thirteen hundred it was 
serving, simply couldn’t be made to ful- 


fill its purpose to the desired extent. 


The circulation of those volumes which 
should have been the life’s blood of the 
school was stifled by a limited number of 


days when a limited number of students 
could enter the library. Troublesome per- 


mits were necessary to control incoming 
traffic. 


With such a momentous problem it is 
easy to see why the spacious new library 


is a dream come true for both White- 
haven students and faculty. 


After careful consideration it was de- 
cided that the best place for the library 


was on the second floor, directly above 
the school cafeteria, where it is centrally 


located, making it easily accessible to the 
student body. 

The 90 by 60 foot library is situated 
behind a 90 by 60 foot study hall. This 
enables students to use the library freely 
during their study hall periods, unham- 
pered by permits. The largest number of 


students during any particular hour is 
225. Even during this period the new li- 


brary is rarely congested. Seven thousand 


books are housed in its shelves and refer- 
ence room. In the reference room a use- 
ful feature has been introduced this year. 


The college handbooks have been alpha- 
betized and their cards filed for quick, 


easy reference. 


The walls of the library and study hall 


: . a 
Library Instruction Class for Freshmen. 


are a soft mint green. The ceiling is 
sound-resistant cork, and the floor is 
patterned vinyl tile. The fluorescent 
lights look down on completely new 


furniture, constructed by the Shelby 
County Shops. 


The room is beautiful as well as func- 
tional, and has been enlivened with 


plants, pictures, and various displays of 


interest on the campus. The bulletin 
board displays book jackets, to help 


browsing readers decide what they want. 
It is changed frequently and never fails 


to stimulate interest. 


Knowledge of how to make use of all 
the conveniences offered by a library is 


a valuable asset during high school, so 


this is one of the first things freshman 
students are taught at Whitehaven. In 
past years library lessons have been 
offered to English class groups, but this 
year all freshmen in each study hall are 


instructed in one group. They are taught 
how the Dewey Decimal system works, 
how to use card catalogues, and other 


facets of the library system. 


Service to students and faculty alike 


makes the new library a valuable aid to 
Whitehaven High School. 





NEWSNOTES 


School Libraries News 


Many school librarians attended the in- 
teresting programs which were planned 
for the fall regional meetings of the 


TEA. West Tennessee Chairman, Mrs. 
Hazel Steadman, Selmer High School, 


introduced the members of a panel who 
discussed “The Role of the School Library 


in the Science and Guidance Program”; 


Middle Tennessee Chairman, Mrs. Louise 
Wiser, Central High School, Murfrees- 
boro, introduced Mrs. Mary Stahlman 


Douglas, Book-Editor of the Nashville 


Banner, who discussed informally her ex- 
periences as a book editor; East Tennessee 
Chairman, Mrs. Virginia Harmon, intro- 
duced Miss Eleanor Alhers, Executive 
Secretary of the American Association of 
School Librarians, who spoke on “School 
and Public Library Service for the Youth 
of Today.” New chairmen for 1959- 
1960 are West Tennessee, Mrs. Virginia 
Inghram, McKenzie High School; Middle, 
Mrs. Stanley Yusk, Ashland City High 
School; East, Mrs. Montice B. Howard, 
Tyner High School. 


Mrs. Willodene Stewart, Howard High 
School, Nashville; Miss Ada McCaa, Pea- 
body Demonstration School, Nashville; 
Mrs. Mary R. Sanders, Central High 
School, Chattanooga; Miss Leneil Ed- 
wards, Training School, Murfreesboro; 
attended the Southeastern Library Associ- 
ation meeting at Louisville, October 23- 
25. Of special interest to the school li- 
brarians was the panel discussion of the 
“Midway Progress Report on the Three 
Year Study of the Southern States Work 
Conference.” Miss Louise Meredith, Su- 
pervisor of Instructional Supplies and 
Libraries, who was a member of the panel, 
reported on “Pre-Service and In-Service 
Training of Administrators, Teachers and 
Librarians, and Recruitment.” 


Miss Mary Blair Fielder reports a new 
elementary school library at Hohenwald. 
Mrs. Genevieve Gebhart, Calvert Junior 
High School, Nashville, was the Ten- 


nessee School Librarians (TEA) repre- 
sentative at the ALA Conference in San 
Francisco July 13-19. Mrs. Gebhart’s 
report on her trip in the fall issue of the 


“School Library Newsletter” was most 
interesting. 


Mrs. L. D. (Frances) Marks is serving 
as librarian at Mrs. Hutchinson’s School, 
Memphis. Mrs. James Culbertson is her 
assistant. 


Mrs. Jeanne Calmer (not Colmer as 
listed in July 1958 “Tennessee Li- 
brarian”) is librarian at Memphis Uni- 
versity School (not Memphis State 
University as also listed). The school and 
library were evaluated in the spring of 
"$8. 


The School Librarians extend their 
sympathy to Miss Mary Brown Barbour, 
Central High School, Cookeville, in the 
loss of her mother; and to Miss Cleo 
Grigsby, Bethsaida High School, in the 
loss of her father. 


Miss Mary Frances Reid, librarian, 
South Side High School, Jackson, has 
contributed the following newsnote con- 
cerning library cooperation at South Side 
High School. 

Not only do the library assistants help 
make our library a successful operation 
but also §25 students and 20 teachers 
cooperate in many ways with the as- 
sistants. 

The students keep the library clean, 
chairs under tables when not in use, books 
neat and in place, and newspapers and 
magazines uncut and mended. The 
Freshmen are the best “watch dogs” for 
torn magazines or books out of place. 
As each student knows the Dewey 
System, he puts a book where it belongs 
when he finds it out of place. 

Recently, Miss Ann Grove, English 
teacher, had her classes review books, 
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just off the press, for the editor of the 
Book Review page of the Jackson Sun. 
These students donated the 15 books, 
which they received for reviewing them, 
to the library. 

One day during in-service-training, the 
teachers of South Side High School be- 
came “Freshmen.” 


After a survey it was discovered that 
45% of the teachers did not know how 


to use the Card Catalog, 40% did not 
know how to use the Readers’ Guide, 
55% did not understand the Dewey 
Decimal System of Classification. One 
teacher of Freshmen remarked, ‘I’m so 
glad we are doing this. I hate for my 
Freshmen to know something which I do 


” 


not. 


Lene Epwarps, Reporter 
Middle Tennessee State Colleg< 


College and University Library News 


Miss Margaret Thomas, who has been 
assistant Librarian and Head of Tech- 
nical Services at Howard College since 
1945, joined the staff of the Central 
Division of the Joint University Libraries 
as head of the Catalog Department on 
November 1, 1958. Miss Thomas is a 
graduate of Birmingham-Southern Col- 
lege and received her professional training 
at Emory University and Columbia 
School of Library Service. During 1956- 
§7 she was acting librarian of Howard 
College Library. Mrs. William Burns, 
who has been Head of the Cataloging 
Department of the Joint University Li- 
brary, will become Senior Cataloger. 


Mrs. Patsy Mulholland, new Head of 
Periodicals and Documents in George 
Peabody College Library, is a graduate of 
Wayland College, Plain View, Texas, 
with the degree of Library Science from 
Peabody Library School. 


George Peabody College Library is the 
recipient of a memorial to the late Mrs. 
Harold W. Benjamin. The memorial con- 
sisting of money and books comes from 
Kappa Delta Pi, honor fraternity, the 
staff of the Connecticut Department of 
Education and McGraw-Hill Book Com- 
pany. Dr. Benjamin, former professor at 
Peabody College, now with the Connecti- 
cut Department of Education, has been 
for many years the education editor for 


McGraw-Hill. 


Mary Joan Finger, Librarian, Scarritt 
College, is chairman of the Cataloger’s 


group of the Nashville area for th 
present year. 


A University of Tennessee Depart- 
mental Library has been added to the 
College of Business Administration. Mrs. 
Winifred G. Simmons is librarian. 


Katherine L. Montague has returned to 
the staff of the University of Tennessee 
Library and has the newly created po- 
sition of librarian of the Undergraduate 
Library, a facility that will be provided 
in the addition to the U.T. Library now 
under construction. During a leave of 
absence of three years, Miss Montague 
has been library consultant with the staff 
that went to LaPaz, Bolivia, from the 
University in the fall of 1955 to establish 
a School of Public Administration at the 
University of San Andres under a U.S. 
International Administration contract. 


Mrs. Charity H. Greene, eighth re- 
cipient of the Mary E. Baker Scholarship, 
is attending the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School. This scholarship is awarded 
annually by the University of Tennessee 
Library Staff to a member of the staff 
wishing to attend graduate library school. 


Summar Library, Union University, 
Jackson, has recently received a photo- 
static copy of three of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls owned by the Hebrew University. 
The copy is a gift of Mr. Abe D. Wal- 
dauer, a Memphis attorney and philan- 
thropist. 
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Announcement was made at the annual 
meeting of the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools on De- 
cember 4, 1958 in Louisville, Kentucky, 
that Tennessee Wesleyan College had been 
approved as a fully accredited senior col- 
lege. No small part in meeting the 
standards was achieved in the Merner- 
Pfeiffer Library on the campus, where 
expansion had been given special atten- 
tion during the past five years. Several 
special grants, among them one from the 
U.S. Steel Foundation and one from the 
Board of Education of the Methodist 
Church made possible great expansion in 
holdings of books, back files of periodi- 


cals, and microfilm. 


Miss Rosalie Oxendine of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, joined the Maryville College 
Library staff this year as Circulation- 
Reference Librarian. She succeeds Miss 
Hilda Gutierez who is now doing gradu- 
ate work in Spanish at the University of 
Wisconsin. Miss Oxendine is a graduate 
of the University of Tennessee and of 
George Peabody College. Last year she 
was connected with the Knoxville City 
School System as teacher-librarian. Her 
experience includes an interesting summer 
spent with Knoxville’s Lawson McGhee 
bookmobile. 


Miss Jeanette Wiley, secretary-reporter 
of the College and University Section of 
T.L.A. for 1957-58 and Catalog Li- 
brarian at Maryville College since 1956, 
resigned to be married in October. 


A browsing area comfortably furnished 
for leisure reading has been arranged in 
an alcove off the Reading Room of 
Maryville College Library. Through the 
generosity of the University of Tennessee 
Library, Maryville College has enlarged 
its holdings of the New York Times with 
bound volumes for the years 1927-1947. 
The Times—1950 to date, is on Micro- 
film. 


Peabody Library School inaugurated its 
31st year with 51 students registered in 


the current program. With the exception 
of special students, all are candidates for 
M.A. (L.S.) degree. Twenty-six percent 
consists of students from abroad includ- 
ing representatives from nine foreign 
countries: Korea, Thailand, Free China, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Sierra Leone Af- 
ricag Canada, Argentina, Paraguay. 
Eleven states are represented. Of the 51 
students, nine are men and forty-two 
are women. 


Lane College, Jackson, reports the ad- 
dition of library equipment: a sixty- 
drawer catalog case, a charging desk, 
magazine display rack, chairs and tables 
for reading rooms, shelves for reference 
room and bound periodicals. 

Gilbert E. Govan, Librarian of the 
University of Chattanooga, has been } 
elected a member of the Tennessee His- 
torical Commission. 


Mary Y. Hate, Reporter 
University of Chattanooga 


Announcement of Summer 


Library Conference 
June 29-30 


“The School Library and the School 
Curriculum” will be the subject of a 2- 
day conference planned by the Depart- 
ment of Library Service, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. Guest director 
Miss Sue Hefley, Supervisor of the Ma- 
terials Center, Webster Parish Schools, 
Minden, Louisiana, will be assisted by 
Miss Louise Meredith, Supervisor of In- 
structional Materials and Libraries, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, school librarians of 
Knoxville area and the summer faculty 
of the Department of Library Service. 


This announcement is made by Miss 
Katherine S. Diehl, Associate Professor 
and Head, Department of Library 
Service. 
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Special Libraries News 


Mr. Gordon Randall, Librarian, Arnold 
Engineering Development Center, Tulla- 
homa, Tennessee, is editor of SCI-TECH 
News, the bulletin of Sci-Tech Division 
of Special Libraries Association. 


Mr. R. R. Dickison, Chief of Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory Libraries, at- 
tended the meeting of the International 
Conference on Scientific Information, 
November 16-21, 1958, in Washington, 
Dp, C. 


Mr. Bernard L. Foy, Tennessee Valley 
Authority Technical Librarian, spoke at 
the Southern Historical Association meet- 
ing in Nashville, November 6, 1958 on 
the subject “TVA and the Historian” and 
showed the new color film, “This is 


a 


Mr. Emmet McGeever is the new head 
of the Science Library, University of 
Tennessee, replacing Mrs. Ida Miles, re- 
tiring head. Mr. McGeever comes to 
Knoxville from the John Crerar Library, 
Chicago. 


Miss Elizabeth Howard, formerly in 
charge of the Documents Section of the 
Central Research Library, Oak Ridge Na- 
tional Laboratory, is attending Western 
Reserve Library School, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Joan Stubblefield, formerly in the 
Reference Department of the University 
of Tennessee Library, is a new member 
of the staff of the Y-12 Technical Di- 
vision Library at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory. 


Miss Frances Smith has returned to the 
Naval Air Station Library, Memphis, 
after a year of duty at Kennedy Veterans 
Hospital, Memphis. 


Miss Katherine Campbell, hostess to the 

‘Upper Room Chapel of the Upper Room 
Library and Museum, Nashville, Tennes- 
see, has retired. She was replaced by Mrs. 
John Cate. 


A classification for Buckeye Cellulose 
Corporation, Forestry Division technical 
reports has been completed. Work of this 
Division is peculiar to the southern 


United States and the classification has 
been adapted for this region. A Buckeye 
Cellulose Corporation Technical Library 
Manual of Procedure has recently been 
completed. It gives concrete examples of 
the activities of the library, and details 
of methods and procedures followed by 
the staff. 


A new edition of “A Bibliography for 
the Tennessee Valley Authority Pro- 
gram,” compiled by Bernard L. Foy, Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority Technical 
Librarian, is now available upon request. 


“Decoupage Bibliotherapy,” written by 
Mrs. Ione T. Hitt, was published in the 
October, 1958 issue of MENTAL HOS- 
PITALS. Mrs. Hitt, Chief Librarian, 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Mur- 
freesboro, Tennessee, attended a veterans 
administration library workshop for chief 
librarians of the area, held in Memphis, 
October 8-10. She was a member of a 
panel on Bibliotherapy. 


An index to the traveling ministers of 
the Methodist Church and its predeces- 
sors, the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
the Methodist Church, South, has been 
compiled by the Methodist Publishing 
House Library, Nashville, Tennessee. The 
index is in the process of being edited, 
and when completed will be microfilmed. 
Copies will be available for purchase by 
libraries and historical societies. 


The Oak Ridge Chapter of Special Li- 
braries Association met October 31, in 
Kingsport, Tennessee. Features of the 
meeting were tours of the Kingsport 
Press and Tennessee Eastman. 


Members of the Atlanta Medical Area 
of the Veterans Administration met at 
the Veterans Administration Hospital, 
Memphis, October 9-10. Henry J. Gart- 
land, director of Veterans Administration 
Library Service, Washington, D. C., and 
Wallace Ford, Area Chief, Special Service, 
Atlanta, participated in the meeting, 
which took as its theme ‘Better Libraries 
—Better Service.” Member librarians 
from Tennessee were Helen Jones, Helen 


anal Ganne 











































Hurst, Mary Newton and Ann Boatner, 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Mem- 
phis; Ava Smith, Veterans Administra- 
tion Center, Mountain Home; Ione Hitt, 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Mur- 
freesboro; Suzanne Miller, Veterans Ad- 
ministration Hospital, Nashville. 


The Y-12 Technical Library is under- 
going a face-lifting, remodeling the exist- 
ing structure for more comfortable work- 
ing conditions such as air-conditioning, 





heating, and lighting. 


The Oak Ridge Gaseous Diffusion 
Plant Library has just completed an ex- 
tensive remodeling and expansion of ex- 
isting facilities. The Reports section has 
been consolidated with the main library 
and the technical processes section re- 
located in one unit. 

MINNIE Duncan, Reporter 
Biology Library 
Oak Ridge National Laboratories 


Library Trustees and Friends News 


Mrs. R. E. Voorhees, Chairman of the 
Trustees and Friends Section of the Ten- 
nessee Library Association, has again been 
asked to serve as a member of the Plan- 
ning Committee for the Trustees and 
Friends Section of the American Library 
Association. Membership on this com- 
mittee will require attendance at the 
planning meeting in Chicago this month 
and at the annual conference in Washing- 
ton, D. C. in June. 


Volunteers from the Junior League 
have taken over the Library Orientation 
Program of the Kingsport Public Library. 
The objective of this program is to fa- 
miliarize the pupils of the city and area 
schools with the various departments of 
the library and to encourage their in- 
telligent use. 


The local Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce is cooperating with the Board of 
Directors of the Nashville Public Library 
in a plan to expand its de-centralized li- 
brary services. 


Humboldt Public Library benefited 
from a Christmas Pilgrimage, sponsored 


by the Humboldt Women’s Club on De- 
cember 11. Five beautiful homes were 
shown, netting $500 for the benefit of 
the library. 

As a follow up to the state wide 
Trustees Institute held in Nashville in 
September under the sponsorship of the 
Tennessee Trustees and Friends of Li- 
braries and the Public Libraries Division 
of the Tennessee State Library and Ar- 
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chives, trustees meetings have been held 


in the following regions: Reelfoot, Shi- 
loh, Caney Fork, Clinch-Powell, Blue 


Grass and Upper Cumberland. The pro- 
grams, planned by trustees of each region, 
were based on the problems of the region. 


These meetings have been reported tre- 
mendously successful. 


Twenty-four counties served by the 
Regional Library Service have reported 
increases in their library appropriations 
for 1958-59, amounting to $7,986. City 
appropriations have been increased 
$10,693, a total increase of $18,679 in 
local appropriations. 


Trustees and Friends of Macon County 
Public Library, a “Pilot” county, which 
must finance its own program after July 
1, are confident that this goal will be 


attained. 


The Sumner Public Library is being 
moved to an attractive new location. 


Local and Regional Trustees of the 
Fort Loudoun Region, in cooperation 
with Miss Marion Jacobs, Regional Li- 
brarian, are having a “Visit Your Book- 
mobile Stations” campaign. Groups of 
trustees in each county are meeting the 
bookmobile, evaluating stations, and 
making notes on improvements and inno- 
vations for future efforts of the local 
and regional boards. 


Mrs. A. D, White, Chairman of the 
Roane County Library Board and member 
of the Roane County Art League, com- 
bines her interests by displaying, in the 
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Roane County Library, paintings done by 
Art League members. This furnishes an 
exhibition space for local artists and in- 
teresting art fare for library patrons. 


Tennessee Library Trustees are busy 
promoting better library service: Mr. 
J. J. LaPenna, member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Nashville Public Library, 
spoke to the Exchange Club of Waverly 
recently. Mrs. R. E. Voorhees, State 
Chairman, spoke to the Humphreys 
County Teachers Association on the sub- 
ject, “School Libraries and Public Li- 
braries are Natural Allies.” She also 
spoke to the Business and Professional 


Women’s Club in Waverly. 


Mrs. WALTER L. Burton, Reporter 
Sec., Trustees and Friends Section 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Dr. Lowell A. Martin, Dean of the 
Rutgers University Graduate School of 
Library Service has been named Vice 
President and Editorial Director of the 
Grolier Society, Inc., 2 West 45 St., New 
York. The announcement was made by 
Edward J. McCabe, Jr., President of The 
Grolier Society, publishers of The Book 
of Knowledge and many other leading 
reference books. Dr. Martin’s appoint- 
ment will take effect March 1, 1959. 
He succeeds Dr. Ellen V. McLoughlin, 
present Editorial Director of Grolier 
Publications, who is retiring after a 
career of 34 years of distinguished service 
with The Grolier Society as one of the 
nation’s outstanding editors of children’s 


books. 


Charles T. Laugher has been named 
Assistant Director of University Li- 
braries at Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland. Mr. Laugher, who assumed his 
new duties in the fall, received the A.B. 
degree in Modern Language from the 
University of New Hampshire, the M.S. 
in L.S. degree from School of Library 
Science, Western Reserve University, has 
now completed his course work for a 
doctor’s degree at the Western Reserve 
Univrsity School of Library Science. 


The University of Florida Library is 
offering three graduate assistantships in 
the academic year 1959-60 for study 
leading to a master’s or doctoral degree 
in a subject field other than the library 
science. Stipend is $1700 for a nine- 
month period and holders of assistant- 
ships are exempt from out-of-state tu- 
ition fees. Deadline for filing formal 
application is March 31, 1959. Applica- 
tions should be made to Director of 
Libraries, University of Florida, Gaines- 
ville, Florida. 


A three-day conference on metropoli- 
tan public library problems will be held 
at the School of Library Service, Co- 
lumbia University, New York City, 
during the week immediately preceding 
the annual conference of the A.L.A. in 
Washington, D. C. (June 21-27, 1959). 
The Columbia Conference is scheduled 
for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 
June 18, 19, 20, 1959. Membership in 
the conference is limited to 50 persons. 
Eligible to enroll for membership are li- 
brary administrators from the large urban 
public libraries, librarians from suburban 
communities, state librarians, faculty 
members of library schools and schools of 
public administration, representatives of 
interested private and public planning 
agencies. 


A five-day institute on indexing of 
periodicals is to be held under the auspices 
of Columbia University’s School of Li- 
brary Service in New York, May 25-29, 
1959, immediately preceding the annual 
conference of the Special Libraries As- 
sociation in Atlantic City. 


The first course in theatre librarian- 
ship to be given in any American library 
school is being offered by Columbia Uni- 
versity’s School of Library Service in the 
coming summer session. The Theatre Li- 
brary Association is sponsoring the new 
course which will be of the intensive, 
workshop type with class meetings from 
4:00 to 5:40 p.m. each day from Monday 
through Friday, July 27 to Augyst 14. 

On June 27, at the closing of the 
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A.L.A. Convention in Washington, 


D. C., this summer, a special flight, for 
A.L.A. members only, and their families, 
will leave for London. Mr. C. Donald 
Cook, Assistant to the Director of Li- 
braries, Columbia University, is in charge 
of the tour. Tour arrangements are being 
handled by Compass Travel Bureau, Inc., 
§§ West 42 St., New York 36; cost and 
detailed itinerary can be obtained by 
writing directly to them. 


“The Effective Location of Public 
Library Buildings,” a special edition in 


the University of Illinois Library School 


Occasional Papers series, is now available. 
Copies of this paper may be obtained 
for $1.00 each by writing to the Editor, 
Occasional Papers, University of Illinois 
Library School, Urbana, Illinois. Checks 
should be made payable to Harold Lan- 


cour, Editor. 


This year, for the first time, a display 
kit is available for the Newbery- 
Caldecott Medal Books. It must be 
ordered by March 1 to be on hand March 
20, the day the winners are announced. 
Kits may be ordered at $1.85 each from 
the Children’s Book Council, Inc., 50 
West 53rd St., New York, 19. 


National Library Week, April 12-18, 1959 


By KATHERYN CULBERTSON, Executive Director, NLW 


Plans for the second observance of 
National Library Week under the spon- 
sorship of the National Book Committee 
and in cooperation with the American 
Library Association are underway in Ten- 
nessee. 

Mrs. Robert Chapman of Knoxville, is 
serving as Citizen Director and the Ten- 
nessee Citizen Committee has been se- 
lected. The National Library Week 
Handbook and a brochure of promotional 
aids have been mailed to public libraries 
in the state and additional copies are 
available from the office of the Executive 
Director. 


The initiative in forming a local NLW 
committee must be taken by the li- 
brarians in each community. We suggest 
that you start now in the organization 
of a local committee by inviting repre- 
sentatives of libraries of all kinds in your 
community to meet—school, college and 
university, special, public. It may be well 
to invite scme of your trustees to meet 
with this group. Discuss the over-all 
objectives for which Library Week may 


be used in the community. Emphasis is 
placed this year on objectives which may 
well continue throughout the year with 
National Library Week as a spearhead 
Remember to think of hitherto untapped 
sources of support for reading and li- 
braries. Aim high. Prestige people on 
your Library Week Committee will draw 
others. 


National Library Week is not an end in 
itself but a means of helping us to obtain 
many objectives. To be most effective, 
it should be regarded not as a separate, 
isolated project, merely to be observed, 
but an integral part of all efforts— 
whether those of professional librarians 
or interested laymen—to strengthen sup- 
port for libraries, to encourage their use, 
and to heighten the community’s sense 
of the importance of reading to our na- 
tional life. 


A list of members of Citizens Com- 
mittee for Tennessee may be obtained 
from your Public Library or by writing 


directly to the Executive Director. 
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With two centuries of bookbinding experience and progress 
behind it, the House of Joseph Ruzicka now looks forward 
to the start of a third century of service. 


As in the past, Ruzicka, pledges to provide the very finest 
of materials and workmanship that the market affords. 


Free pick-up and delivery service is provided to libraries by 
Ruzicka trucks. 


JOSEPH RUZICKA, INC. 


BOOKBINDERS AND BOOKSELLERS 


Greensboro, N. C. Baltimore, Maryland 
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look where the back issues are kept 


... completely safe and easily accessible —just lift the shelf and there they are! 
It’s LIBRARY BUREAU’s new periodicals shelving which prominently 
displays current issues — conveniently stores back issues behind the 
sloping, hinged shelves. It’s a display rack and storage shelf all-in-one 
that not only protects back issues for future binding but permits easy 
accessibility for your library patrons. 














Get all the facts and features on this completely new type of periodi- 
cals shelving. Just ask the Library Bureau Specialist in your area by 
writing today. 
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DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 
1712 West End Avenue, Nashville 3, Tennessee 
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